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at one particular tree ; and as he did so, he heard the old
man chuckle.
" And what have you got to laugh at now ? " said the
son.
" Ah well, I was just remembering "; said the old fellow.
" It came to my mind how when I was carrying my old
father up here, I put him down to rest myself just at this
same tree ; and it seemed to me rather comic. Your son,
little Yaqub, will do just the same with you when your time
comes, no doubt."
That set the son, who had hitherto been acting just as
custom decreed, thinking about things in a new way. He
had to admit that he did not like the idea of his little son
carrying him up in this fashion to throw him down a pre-
cipice ; and perhaps it might be that his own old father
did not quite like it either! So the end of his cogitations
was that he carried the old man down again, and faced the
horror of refusing to do as his fathers had done. Thus the
custom fell into disuse.
Good people in England will of course be startled at the
idea of such a custom ever having prevailed among even
" nominal Christians;" in blissful ignorance of the fact that
our own ancestors acted in very similar fashion when they
were at a similar stage of development. Human nature is
much the same all the world over; and we believe that
the practice of killing off the old people (useless mouths to
fill) did not die out in Christian Sweden till the fifteenth
century. The " family clubs " used for dispatching them
were usually kept in the churches ! *
* See Tylor, " Anthropology," ch. xvt
NOTE. One of the quaintest of the stories told at the expense of these MMea
of Gotham " was related to the writer by Mar Shimun, who is a singularly
good raconteur. It befell once in the time of summer that the sun was
hidden by clouds. This is so unusual a phenomenon in that favoured
land that the men of Tyari held a solemn meeting to discuss -what could
be done in the matter ; and decided that the day-star had probably got
entangled in a cave on the lip of their tremendous gorge, and that if it
was not disentangled at once disastrous consequences would follow, A
deputation went up accordingly to do their best; and the first man to
reach the cave mouth at once stooped and looked into the darkness,
where he saw two luminous orbs. " It's all right/1 he said to his friends;